TOWARDS  A   DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC
respective function of pure reason and intuition in politics,
and indeed in life generally.
*******	#
It is impossible to separate the name of Michelet from that
of Edgar Quinet,1 his colleague at the College de France and,
until 1851 at least, his intimate friend and fellow-warrior in
the democratic cause.
" This book is more than a book, it is myself. That is why
it is yours. . . . Our thoughts always coincide into a splendid
harmony. Our hearts beat as one, our works, different as they
may be, have sprung from the same root: deep feeling
for France and the idea of Fatherland." Thus Michelet to
Quinet in the dedication of Le Peuple; and there are indeed
in the books of each many a page that the other might have
written. The inspiration is the same—a mystical belief in the
divinely ordained mission of a France freed from the tyranny
of the Church and become the herald of full democracy. Like
Michelet, Quinet saw in Voltaire " an act of Providence, an
overwhelming of the unfaithful Church by the very weapons
of the Christian spirit, humanity, charity, brotherhood, the
instrument of the vengeance of God, the living voice of man-
kind in the eighteenth century." Like Michelet he is full of
sympathy and admiration for the people, from whom he does
not wish to be separated by any accident of birth or education.
" A religion is necessary for the people, say you in a whisper.
This is not new to us, for we ourselves are * people,' and, unlike
you, we do not wish to be anything else." Like Michelet but
with less excuse, for he was a bourgeois by birth, he is unjust to-
the bourgeoisie, whom he accuses of having all the drawbacks
of both aristocracy and democracy without the advantages of
either, the privileges of the former and the perpetual fear of
1 Edgar Quinet (1803-1875) spent several of his early years in Germany;
professor at the University of Lyons (1839-1842), then at the College de
France; member of the National and Legislative assemblies, 1848; in exile
after 1852 ; reinstated in his Chair, 1870 ; member of the National Assembly,
1871. Chief works: Allemagne et Italie (1839), Le Glnie des Religions (1842),
Des Jhuites (1844), Ghristianisme et Revolution franqaise (1844), UUltra-
montanisme (1844), U Enseignement du Peuple (1850), La Revolution religieuse
(1857), La Question romaine (1868).
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